[Biologic therapies in the systemic vasculitides].
Several biological therapies have been evaluated in systemic vasculitis. Anti TNF-α agents may have a role in the treatment of Takayasu's arteritis and probably in giant cell arteritis. In Kawasaki's disease, infliximab is an option in subjects with intravenous immunoglobulin-resistant disease. Anti TNF-α cannot be recommended to treat ANCA-associated vasculitis. Anti-T lymphocyte globulin and alemtuzumab could have a role in the treatment of ANCA associated vasculitis, although current information about these two biological treatments comes from conventional resistant treatment cases, so the high incidence of complications and relapses observed with these treatment may be intrinsic to the severity of the disease and not related to the biological agents.